The sweeping conclusion of Kachoris et al. (3) that routine culturing of stool specimens for Yersinia enterocolitica is not a cost-effective procedure concerns us. We wish to recommend that the word procedure be followed by "from our patient population in Boston, Mass." The authors mentioned the variability of isolation rates reported by three groups of investigators and referred to Weissfeld's comments that geographical variations of Y. enterocolitica isolation rates do occur but failed to elaborate upon this phenomenon in their population.
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